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the French text that Calvin would have made for himself. The result- 
ant has its value, in spite of possible disagreements as to the interpre- 
tation of Calvin's words. Scholars, especially those of the biblical 
work of the Reformation period, will welcome this contribution to 
textual material. Price. 



The Prophecies of Jesus Christ, relating to his Death, Resurrec- 
tion, and Second Coming, and their Fulfillment. By Dr. 
Paul Schwartzkopff, Professor of Theology, Gottingen. 
Translated by Neil Buchanan. Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark, 
1897; New York: Imported by Chas. Scribner's Sons. Pp. 
xi+328, i2mo. Cloth, 51.75. 

This is an able discussion of the prophecies of Jesus which must 
command every reader's respect for its ability, seriousness, and thor- 
oughness. Its method and its spirit deserve only praise. Its treat- 
ment of the presuppositions is, indeed, far from being satisfactory ; its 
attempt to establish the fallibility of Jesus on the ground of his apparent 
belief in the existence of demons and his treatment of Psalm 1 10 involve 
a too confident assumption that the common view of modern criticism 
is wholly right on these two matters, and, at the same time, makes too 
little allowance for accommodation on the part of Jesus. Yet the writer 
fulfills his promise that these presuppositions shall not warp the succeed- 
ing discussion, so that the main body of the work remains unaffected 
by them. The main theses of the book are the following: Jesus did 
really predict both his death and his resurrection; he predicted, more- 
over, that he would rise on the third day; this phrase, however, is to be 
understood in the sense which it bears in Hos. 6 : 2 and Luke 13 : 32, 
"after a little while ;" the basis of Jesus' confidence in his resurrection 
was his consciousness of God's love for him, and of his own relation 
as Messiah to the kingdom of God ; Jesus did, in fact, rise from the 
dead and appeared to his disciples ; the religious significance of the 
resurrection lies in the fact of the "exaltation of Jesus to an infinitely 
sublime and central sphere of religious power," and since a bodily 
resurrection is neither an indispensable condition nor the only pos- 
sible evidence of such exaltation, such a resurrection is not a necessary 
element of Christianity ; nevertheless, the evidence does, on the whole, 
establish the conclusion that the grave was empty on the third 
day, and that the disciples' belief in the resurrection was based neither 
on a subjective nor an objective " vision," but on a veritable appear- 
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ance of Jesus himself. As respects Jesus' prediction of his second 
coming, Schwartzkopff maintains that this must be identified with that 
of his resurrection. The statements of Jesus that he would rise on the 
third day and that he would come again in this generation are only 
different forms of the same thing, both meaning that after his death 
he would soon return to take up again and carry to completion the 
work of the kingdom on earth ; the question of the precise time of 
his coming was one which the religious consciousness of his relation 
to God and his mission could not decide ; on this point, therefore, he 
was liable to form an erroneous impression ; his expectation has, in 
fact, failed of realization in three particulars : the resurrection and the 
second coming did not, in fact, coincide; the resurrection came earlier 
than he anticipated it, fulfilling his prediction in a literal sense of the 
phrase "on the third day;" and the second coming did not occur 
within a generation, has not, indeed, yet occurred ; whether it will ever 
occur in the sense in which Jesus expected it, "human knowledge is 
too limited to be able to decide with certainty." 

It is this last portion of the discussion which raises most serious 
doubt in the reader's mind. It may be freely admitted on the basis 
of Jesus' own testimony that he did not possess distributive omnisci- 
ence respecting the future, even his own future. It may be granted 
that a large part of his utterances can be traced back to certain funda- 
mental principles and primal elements of his consciousness. But 
aside from the question whether we are justified in making our mind 
the measure of his to the extent of denying to him the possession of 
all knowledge which we cannot thus prove that he must have possessed, 
the view of Schwartzkopff attributes to Jesus the solemn affirmation of 
things which were not true and which he could not have known. Is 
not this an immorality inconsistent with the sinlessness which Schwartz- 
kopff attributes to Jesus — inconsistent with the self-knowledge and 
sincerity which we are compelled to attribute to him ? Not to know 
involves no moral imperfection ; to use current phraseology on a matter 
concerning which one has no definite knowledge involves no insincer- 
ity; but solemnly to affirm what one only guesses to be true involves 
either a self-ignorance which prevents discrimination between well- 
founded convictions and mere impressions, or an insincerity which 
permits one to put forth the latter as if they were the former. Does 
not the evidence of the New Testament definitely exclude both of these 
in the case of Jesus ? Did he not above all things know himself, and 
the limitations of his own knowledge ; was he not absolutely sincere in 
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his earnestness ? The argument of Schwartzkopff at this point does 
not convince us. But thoughtful students of the New Testament will 
find the book, as a whole, well worthy their careful reading. 

E. D. B. 



The Veracity of the Hexateuch. A Defense of the Historic 
Character of the First Six Books of the Bible. By Samuel 
Colcord Bartlett, D.D., LL.D., ex-President of Dart- 
mouth College. Chicago, New York, Toronto : Fleming H. 
Revell Co. Pp. xi-f 404, 8vo. Cloth, Si. 

One cannot help feeling admiration in opening a book in which 
an octogenarian has recorded the results of many years' successful study 
of the Old Testament, with reference to much of the latest literature. 
Evidently like Moses, of whom he writes, his eye is not dim nor his 
natural force abated. 

Every evangelical scholar must be in heartiest sympathy with the 
object of the book. He writes for the edification of those who cannot 
accept the Hexateuch as possessing divine authority unless its veracity 
in fact, as well as in intent, as a record of actual events can be estab- 
lished. 

It is difficult to change habits of the body, but much more difficult 
to change those of the mind, especially if they have to do with the 
most sacred convictions. Many a man feels as mournfully with regard 
to the new criticism as Mary with respect to the removal of the body 
of Jesus: "They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him." But the church must reach the position where it 
will hold that criticism can no more take away the fact that the Old 
Testament is a record of God's ancient revelation to Israel than that 
any human power could fetter the movements of the resurrection 
body of Jesus. While it is well to show confirmations of biblical 
records, it is not well to lead the church to pin its faith to such con- 
firmations. The unique authority of Christ and his office as the 
Savior of men does not depend on the literal accuracy of the first three 
chapters of Genesis as sober history, nor on the accuracy of every 
detail in the first six books. It is hurtful to make claims that cannot 
be held regarding the origin and composition of the Hexateuch. The 
chief defect of Dr. Bartlett's book is in using arguments and drawing 
conclusions that cannot stand. I quite agree with Dr. Bartlett that 
the tendency of the present literary criticism, as applied to the parti- 



